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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL 
FRO} BELGRADE TO FORSIGN OFFICE 
D. 1.06 pen. 28th February, 1948 


Mr. Peake 


No. 195 
2th February, 1948. Re 2015 Dem 28th February, $198 


Repeated to Sofia 
Bucharest 


Cairo B,’ 4.0. 
Jerusalem 

New York U.K.Del. 
Yashington 


INPORTANT 
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Addressed to Forei 


Februar repeate 
@ fast Office Cairo, Jerusalem, United Kingdom 


Delegation New York and Washington. 


My telegram No. 176. 
Passage of illegal Jewish immigrants through Yugoslavia. 


Naval ittaché was in Dubrovnik on February 14th and 


February 15th and observed no signs of arrangements being 
made for the reception of these immigrants. - n a 
e to 


opinion it would have been igre imposs 
accommodate them since the town is being used as a reception 


base for Yugoslavs returning fron [gp.undec.] to return to 
business. On February 18th the Naval Attaché also visited 
Sarajevo through which imsigrants vould have had to pass 


they were going to Dubrovnik, There were no signs of 
their passage. The British Consul at 5 lit visited 
Dubrovnik on February 24th and February 25th and reports 
that he was unable to obtain any information of these immi- 
ants, He admits that his surveys are not compl-te and 
t is therefore possible that some illegal emigration is 
taking place from this area but it cannot I think be on a 


large scale, 


2, The sugge:tion mentioned in Sofia telegram No, 255 


that the contingent will embark from an Albanian port seems 
ly improbable, There are no railway communi~ 


to me hi mp 
etween Yugoslavia amd the Albanian ccast and the 


cations 
selection of so decided a Moslem area as_a base for illegal 


Jewish immigration to Palestine seems unlikely to say the 
least of it, 
Foreign Office please pass to Middle vast Of-ice 


Cairo, Jerusalem, United Kingdom Delegation New York and 
Washington as my telegrams Nos, 5, 3, 11, 28. 


[Repeated to Niddle Hast Office Cairo, United Kingd om 
Delegation New York and Yashington. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for 
repetition to Jerusalen. ] 
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SUWANNEE FRUIT & STEAMSHIP COMPANY 


foot of Catherine Street, Jacksonville l, 
Florida. 


February 17, 1948 


Mr. F.J. White 
British Vice-Consul 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


Dear Mr. White: 


We have just completed negotiations to 
charter our Honduran MS "MARCALA" for a trip 
from Baltimore, Md., and New York City, to 
Genoa, Italy, with general cargo. 


May we ask that you pass on this informa- 
tion to the various Branches of your Government 
who may be interested since we do not want to 
encounter the difficulties we had recently in 


Gibraltar with our MS "BONITO", 


Yours very truly, 


/s/ GC. deMontmollin 
Asst. to Vice-Pres. 
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From the Seeretary of State for the Colonies. 
To the Officer Administering the Government of GIBRALTAR.) 


March, 1948, 


Date. 


ee 


132 


NOecoee o SAVING. 


My savingram No. 635. 
MoS. MARCALA. 


Above - named vessel, owned by Company 
which also owns 11.5. PATUCA and BONITA, wiih 
I understend, pass through Gibraltar shortiy 
en route for Genoa. 


Ze We have no reason to believe that this 
ship has any connection with the traffic in 
illegal immigrants to Palestine. 
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I think it would be quite hopeless to try and 
bring this case under the Provisions of the 
Montreux Convention. In the main that Conventio 
relates to the Passage of types of vesselg as suc 
and the first point is that unless the vessels | 
carrying these immigrants could be made out to be 
sort of troop transports, and therefore naval 
auxiliaries within the meaning of the Convention 
(which,for reasons I will give in a moment,I do n 
think they could) they would rank for the purpose 
of the Convention as vessels of commerce and not 
vessels of war. Article 7 of the Convention 
Specifically defines vessels of commerce as meani 
for the purposes of the Convention all vessels to 
Which Section II of the Convention does 
i.e. all vessels which are 

Naval auxiliaries of the 
II. Now, as re 
assuming that we 
as constitutin 
the Convention 
war 
shai 
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assage so long as they 
» i.e. the Turks’ 
enemy or belong to a country which is at war with 
Turkey. This article is certainly not applicabl 
to present circumstances or to any likely to occu 
in the immediate future. It must be remembered 
that the vessels concerned probably fly the flag of 
' countries at peace with Turkey and whether they 
_ could ever be regarded as assisting the Turks' 
enemy would presumably depend on whether a state of 
war could be said to have come into existence between 
Turkey on the one hand and any Jewish State. 
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making out the vessels engaged in this traffic to be 
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auxiliaries within the meaning of the Conven- 
tion, and even then I do not think that the 
Convention would enable any effective inter- 
diction to be placed on their Passage. 

Naval auxiliaries are for the Purposes of the 


Convention defined in Paragraph 6 of Annex 2 
and what it says is that auxiliary vessels 

“are naval surface vessels Lin French "sont 

des batiments de surface faisant partie de la 
flotte militaire" | the standard displacement. 
Of which exceeds 100 tons, which are normally 
employed on fleet duties or ag troop trans- 
ports........" (The definition then goes on 
with other matters not here material). It is 
Clear, I think, that this provision, prima 
facie, applies to vessels which have definite 
Naval status, are part of some country's fleet 
and are normally employed for Naval purposes 

or as troop transports, or something of the 
kind. In time of war it would, I think, be 
possible, and indeed we ourselves took the 
vifew during the late war, that vessels which 
were employed ad hoc by belligerents as Naval 
auxiliaries or troop transports must be deemed 
to be part of their fleets and as coming within 
this definition. In the present case it would 
be very difficult to argue in this way Most 
of the vessels would be flying the flag of 
countries such as Panama or Bulgaria, of whose 
fleets they would not form part, and they would 
be totally devoid of all naval status, and it 
might even be difficult to make out that they 
were being used as’ troop’ transports. It is 
indeed doubtful whether at the time of their 
passage the immigrants concerned would have any 
military status whatever, even if one assumes 
that the Jewish forces in Palestine could be 
regarded as having &sstatus of belligerents. 

It is probably only on reaching Palestine and 
being enrolled in local forces that these 
persons would acquire any military status. 


Se However, let us assume for the sake of 
argument that it were possible to contend that 
these vessels ranked as naval auxiliaries, and 
therefore were prima facie vessels of war 
within the meaning of section II of the 

ontreux Convention. Now this section imposes 
various interdictions on the movement through 
the 8traits of given types of vessels of war 
even in timeg of peace, but it so happens that 
Naval auxiliaries are one of the classes of 
vessels which in time of peace can move freely 
through the Straits (see Article 10, where it 
is also specifically stated "Whatever flag they 
may fly"). They only condition on their 
aSsage is that they must conform to the 


provisions of Article 13 which provides that 
all vessels of war g2ing through the Straits 
must give certain notices of their passage. 


4. As regards passage of vessels of war in 
time of war, the first Paragraph of Article 19 
provides that in time of war, and if Turkey is 
not belligerent, vessels of war Shall enjoy 
complete liberty of passage through the Straits 
in the same conditions as are specified in 


Articles / 
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Articles 10 and 18. This, so far as naval we eee De ae Rea fone cap kee Eee | | : 
auxiliaries is concerned, means that their Ue Pe en ee hw eo ee re | | 
position would be exactly as in time of peace. ORES us 3 : : dh Ae odd | a 
However, Article 19 in its second paragraph says Es ED IME ae ee na | | 
that if, although Turkey is not belligerent, tihe ete ay OO RUS USMS | 

vessel of war belongs to a belligerent Power, it SE eae SE ue a | 
can only go through the Straits either in the 
exercise of the rights and obligations of the 3 ee _ Pes eg | 
Covenant of the League of Nations or in the eee ye ee PEA a ILE 0 OF ge . 
process of giving assistance to a State, victi han eats ee 2G hee ee 

of aggression, in virtue of a treaty of mutua Sak meee be Nt ces ede a | | 

asSistance to which Turkey is a party, concluded 
within the framework of the League of Nations | 
and registered under Article 18 of the Covenant. 
Even if we regard the United Nations as being 
substituted for the League for the Purposes o 
this provision it seems clear that the passage 
of vessels carrying Jewish immigrants would no 
come under these sapiamattems, so that it migh 
be possible to regard their passage as being 
prohibited under the second Paragraph of 

Article 19 provided: 


3914350 GY093Y D119Ng 


(a) the present situation can be regarded a 
being "time of war"; 


MARGIN 


(b) the vessels can be regarded as being 
vessels of war and 


(c) they can be regarded as belonging to a 
belligerent Power. 


IN THIS 


Palestine should be regarded as constituting 
at least a legal state of belligerency. 
Secondly, that the vessels concerned should be 
regarded as being anyhow equivalent to naval 
auxiliaries; and thirdly that the vessels shoul 
belong to the Jewish State or authorities in 
Palestine. If they do not so belong, i.e. if 
they belong to Panama or Bulgaria or someone, 
they would not, at any rate, under present 
conditions be belligerent vessels, and even if 
they belonf. to the Jewish authorities in ; 
Palestine they could only be regarded as | 
belligerent if international recognition of 
belligerency had been accorded to the forces | 


| 
This would involve first that the situation | 
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those authorities. 


5. Finally, there is Article 20 of the 

Convention which deals with the case of it 

being time of war and of Turkey being belligerent. 
Under present conditions this article is clearly 

not applicable. What it says, however, is that 

in those circumstances. vessels of war have no 

rights of passage at all and their passage is left 
entirely to the discretion of the Turkish Government 
which may or may not permit it. Again, we have | PUES opie a er ak PA A, 
all the doubts as to whether the vessels are fg Aan Cone Cn are an ene ; 
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prohibit their passage, though she may do so and 
presumably if she had come to be an actual iy Mei Rares : 
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any circumstances be brought within the pro- 
visions of the Convention, as to interdiction 
Of Pasaage, and that it certainly does not 
come within those provisions at the present 
moment or in any circumstances which seem 
likely to occur in the immediate future. 

The Turks could doubtless, if they wished, by 
administrative means impose a good deal of 
difficulty and delay on the passage of these 
vessels, and one or two articles of the 
Convention, for instance, Article 3, providing ™ 
for sanitary control, might offer them a 
convenient pretext for imposing considerable 
delays. That seems to be about as much as 
they could do. 
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zOth May, 1948. 
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His Majesty's Consul-General en - | PG 
Q- | D. 6.25 poem. 2nd March,194 
R. 6.45 i n, 2nd March, 1948 


= a 
My telegram No. 15. 
Suspect ships, | 
Tlissos left. for Sfax on March lst . 
The Commander~in-Chief Mediterranean informed. 
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My. Sterndale Bennett 
Os 268 D. 11.08 a.m. March 4th,194&, 


March 2nd,1%8, Re 11.43 a.m. March 4th, 1948, 


Repeated to iashington Bucharest, Jerusalem, United 
Kingdom Dele ation New York and Saving to 
Belgrade, British Middle Kast Office Cairo, 
Commender=in-Chief Mediterranean Fleet. 


DUPORTANT 
RaSTRICTED 


Addressed to the Forei Office tele 


of March 2nd, repeated for information to nashington, 


Bucharest, Jerusalem, United Kingdom Delegation New York 
and Saving to Belgrede British Midale Last Office Cairo, 
Commander=in-Chie Mediterranean Fles °. 

hiy telegram lio. 161 (Sent to Foreign Office only), 
and my telegram :‘o. 261. 
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Illegal imnigration into Palestine, 


iiinister for Foreign Affairs has now replied at 
length to ny note of January 31st in a note ated 
February 28th received Mer ist. He has of course 
Seized with alacrity on the “Manchester Guardian" article 
of February 11th (see my telegram IIo. 257), terest 
is summery of his note, copy of which follows by next bag. 


oe He opens b ore ease astonishment at the tone 
O 


Ch gape Lees ae ie at a 


of our note and at its publication before the Bulgarian 
Government had a chance to reply. He deduces thatwe had 
some ulterior political and propaganda motive. 


Se The note then rejects en 
that Bulgarian authorities failed by aiding 
a certain number of Jevs from Rouma at Bourgas 
in Panamanian vessels. It cla Ons] law 
was ee observed and that none of the Bulgerian 
Government's actions, unlike those of some of the other 


States, hindered the efforts of United Nations to reach 
fair settlement in Palestine. 
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4,  iiinister for Foreign Affairs then expressed his 
Satisfaction at finding himself suuperted by the ifanchester 
Guardian, Relevant part of the article is quoted verbatim 
and agreement is expressed with the view that so far as 
Carrying out the obligations of United Nations is concerned 
His x jesty's Government are in no position to reproach 
the Dulgarien Government. ven if the Bulgsrian Government 
ceuld have supposed that the Jews cressing Bulgsria were, 
in fact, en route for Palestine, they would have been 
acting in goed faith since emigration was encouraged by 
United ations and there was ne reason for thinking that 


His iisjesty'’s Government weuld fail te carry out, their 
obligatiens, 
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sofia tel. No. 263 tor 
Je 


Se Then follows a more serious attempt to meet 
the points raised in our note. ‘iinister for Foreign 
affairs states 


(a) In September last Bulgarians were 
approached Py Xoumanian Red €ross to authorise passage 
of a group of Jews from Roumania emigrating to Cuba. 

It was clear from the documents presented that this was 
&@ normal emigration, Group carried a valid smigrant 
passport issued by noumanian authorities number 50,072 
of 1347. i Collective visa giving permission to 
emigrate to Cuba issued by Cuban Consul General at 
Antwerp was also presented to Bulgerian autherities 
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(b) In December 1947 a similar request was 
received from Xoumanian ed Cress for Jews wishing to 
emigrate to Bolivia. Authentic and valid decunents 
were presented and collective passpert number 208, 072 
of 1947 issued by Xoumanian autherities, “he Ssspert 
bore a regular Bolivian visa issued by [grp. undee. 
?Bolivianj Consul at Lyons. 


66 In face or these documents, Bulgarian 
authorities had no reason whatever te deubt the yee 
of the journey, particularly as it was o@ing handled 
by Roumanian Red Cross, e fact that Panamanian 
vessels were peas used for the voyage further cenfirmed 
Bulgarian authorities in their belief, It was only new 
(accerding ts your statement of Fecruary 1ith in the 
House of Commons) that the ewnership ef the vessels 
concerned had been called in questien. His Majesty's 
Gevernment could hardly repreach Bulgarian Gevernnent 
fer helping illegal immigratien ef Jews when they 
themselves with a1]1 the means at their dispssal, had 
not been able te establish until the last mement any 
ree raed in the decuments ef these Panamanian 
vessels. 
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Te There then follows a paragraph which, in the 
light of facts already admitted, seems inexpedient, and 
which reads as follows. 


oN EL EE, ebiaeneg 


NOQNO1 


[Begins] 


ebied rewnegg 


The statement by the British Legation that on 
Deceuber 25th 1947 12,000 persons were said to have 
moved from xoumania in the direction of Bourgas is 
absolutely arbitrary and untounded, 


[ands | 


The note continues that with the exception of the facts 
already made available by Bulgarian Mf panel of Foreign 
Affairs all other allegations publications roadcasts 
not in sccordence with these facts are only ebsurd 
improvisations and are categorically denied, ; 
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Be The Minister for Foreign Affairs considers 
that the legality and sincerity of the acts of 


/Bulgarian authorities 
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Sofia tel. No. 268 to F.0O, 
Se 


Bulgarian authorities have been proved beyond doubt 

and he rejects reproaches made in "Foreign Office" note. 
Finally he asserts that Bulgaria slthough to his great 
regret not yet admitted into United Nations, well 
understands the obligations ef a member of that 
organisation, and all her actions relating te Jewish 
emigrants will be inspired only by very clear iar ° 
undec. ?recommendatien] ef decisions taken by the 
organisation, 


9- My comments will feller. 


Fereign Office please pass ts Washiagten and 
yo eg Kingdom Delegation New Yerk as ny telegrans 
Nes. 75 end 9 respectively. 


[Repeated te Washingten and 
United Kingden Delegation 
New Yerk] 
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Minutes. 
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: ‘e ms Y, l y ; 
Mr. Vincent Ev-ns i. {4 : 
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The competent Da@par mt : 
Admiralty have been wWérk TH on 
of stopping the arms traffic to Palestine. 
They consulted us about the legal aspects 
of stopping and Searching on the high seas 
any vessel suspected of the traffic and 
Seizing and diverting any vessel found to 
be engaged in the traffic. The opinion of 
the Foreign Office Legal Advisers was 
furnished in my letter to Colonel Sherman 
on EB 1082/48/31. The Admiralty are, 
on ec Matwee Departmental level, entirely in 
agreement with the Foreign Office view and 
Propose to make a submission to the First 
Sea Lord on these lines. Nevertheless, 
there is a strong tradition in the Admiralty 
of opposition to any action on the part of 
His Majesty's Government which might infringe 
the doctrine of the freedom of the seas, 
apon which we ourselves rely in time of 
war. Accordingly the Adriralty Department 
concerned fully expect that their Submission 
may be questioned and that they may be 
asked whether the matter has been submitted 
to the Lord Chancellor for an opinion. 


& 

This was done infprevious case# 
concerning illegal immigration (see E 513/ 
48/G) and a meeting finally had to be held 
in the Lord Chancellor's poom which resulted 
in Mr. Beckett's minute of April 28th, 1917. 
The present case is not exactly parallel , 
because there is no question of the consent 
of the flag state being reqiired before the 
vessel is stopped and searched. The main 
cav@at as stated by the Legal Adviser on 
this cceasion is that ,if practicable, the 
vessel's state should be give: an opportunity 
itself to take the necessary measures for 
preventing the arms traffic beforehand, 


The competent Department of the 
Admiralty would like to know whether we 
have any objection to their referrine the 
Foreign Office legal opinion to the Lord 
Chancello-'s office at this Stace. They 
would like to be able to tell the First Sea 
Lord that this preeaution hag been takensbut 
they do not wish in any way to reflect upon 
the validity of an opinion by the Foreicn 
Office Leral Advisers, 
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Cypher /OTP, DEPARTMENTAL, 
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FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


Sir 0, Harvey. : 2 
No, 196, D. 6.47 pom 3rd Marth . 


ord March 1948, R, 8.07 p.m, 3rd March 1948, 


7 


SHORET, 


Addressed to Ajaccio telegram No,2 of 


March Srd, repeated for information to Forelen Office 
and Marseilles, 


Please pass following to His Majesty's Aa pees COME ea | | | 


Illegal Jewish immigration, 


It is becoming increasingly evident that the 
organi ser's of the illegal immigrant traffic are 
using Corsica as an operational base. Information ae Re Gi Soe ae a a 
has recently, been received that in December last the oes OR MUA CON Gun co) 
Sette Fratelli embarked about 600 Jews in the awe BE ORs Sea EG UUs ce | aa I . 
neighbourhood of Bandol and transported them to , HOR | 
Corsican waters where they were transferred to the 
Givanni Maria (which has since been intercepted). 
The former ship Was arrested by the Toulon police in 
January in circumstances which indicated that she 
was about to repeat this operation, She was 
subsequent y released and, after undergoing engine 
repairs at Bastia, left on 24th January ostensibly 
for Naples, 


2. <A member of the crew of the Marie Annick 
(now at Genoa) has stated that this ship left Marseilles 
in October last bound nominally for Dakar with a normal 
cargo, The cargo was in fact unloaded at Bastia and 
the vessel then returned to Bandol where she embarked 
600 immigrants and later succeeded in landing them at 
Tel Aviv, It is possible that other’ ships may adopt 
the same method, 
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5, It is therefore of great importance that you 
should keep the local authorities duly informed of 
those ships on the suspect list which are likely to 
call at Corsican ports and seek their co-operation 
in preventing the departure of vessels likely to 
embark or trans-ship Jews in Corsica or the 
South of France, 
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4, Marseilles should inform you direct by en 
Clair telegram of the departure of suspect ships from 
ports in their district either with cargo or in ballast. 
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Colonial Office, | + 
The Church House, |i st 
Great Smith Stree 


My Reference ... 


Your Reference ... 


ill you refer to Foreign Office teldgran 
No. 263 to New York and New York telegram No. ‘350 
to Foreign Office regarding the clearance of the 
Cyprus Camps. You have no doubt seen a copy of 
;C. in C. MELF's Top Secret telegram 56301/G(0)C 
Hof the 18th of February which reads: 
“Jews are counting the day until 
l5th of May and if they are not moved to 
Palestine before or very quickly after 
termination of Mandate it is likely that they 
will break out of camp and riot to draw world 
attention to themselves. This we could not stop 
and serious bloodshed would result from attempts 
to do anything other than shepherd them back to 
their Camps once their initial fervour has 


subsided. * 


We have not yet had the Governor's comments 
on this but it certainly emphasises the need to 
find out at the earliest possible date what exact 
Plans the Jewish Agency has for moving the illegal 
immigrants from the Cyprus camps. I should be 
gratefultherefore if you would despatch the attached 
draft telegram to New York. 
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Addressed: Your telegram No. 350 to Foreign - a 7 | a | a | boy 
UKDEL, New York. Office. | oo, : Bo | | 7 = : : - 
Repeated | Removal of illegal immigrants from ; . | i | | : 


Jerusalem, . Cypruse 


Washington. For your own information military 


authorities have reported that unless 


illegal immigrants are removed from  & a | _ . | ero 
Cyprus fairly soon after 15th of May 
there is risk of disorders in the camps 


which military would have great 
difficulty in controlling without 
bloodshed. 

It is therefore important that we 
sbould know as soon as possible detailed 
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AB you will be aware from ay telegram 
No. 263, H.M.G would be willing to 
, Pelease the two PAN ships from detention 
to be operated by Jewish Agency for 
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clearance of campa. 
Grateful if you would ask U. x 


Commission to ascertain Jewish Agency | — ae oy : re . | ~ 
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Thank you for your letter No.76021/48 
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of February 28 enclosing a draft telegram to the 


4 
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U-EK.. Delegation at New Yorr avout the present 


position in regaru to the emptying: of the 


yprus camps after May 1° 
we shoula have no gbjection in principle 
to Heine the enuuiry proposed through Cadogan, 
but it 4) to have two practical 


Gisadvanta;tes. First, recent developments at 


: 
x 


New York arising out of/ the United 2k 


Comiission's:report to/ the Security Council have 


¥ 
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placed the whol future of the partition plan, 


ana with it ofthe Cgimiis.ion itself, in 


> 
x 
% 


considerable doubt. As far as I xnow, the 
q 


U-K- Delegation have mace no progress in 
4 


\ : 
discussing matterg/of detail with the Commission 


and I doubt whether we should secure «a useful 
; in W. 
reply to our enwyiry at the present 


4 


yecondly, it wouflu be inadvisable to give the 


appearance of oyer-anxiety in regard to the 


N 


freeing of the /Cyyfus Gaps. 


frori a previoub teleyram that Horowitz tried 


to bluff us into altering our policy about 


You will recall 


L 


imnaigration before May 15: by threatening that 


\ 
Jews would do nothin: to empty the Cyprus 


camps after /May 165 unless we cid- 
I recognise that rewént events in 
Palestine Mave not liade it easier to deal wit 
Pars 2 


the Jewisly Agencyyover matters of this kind. 


Neverthelg@ss I s est that we shoula defer any 


instruc tion/ 
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any instruction to New York on the lines of 
your draft until you have had an opportunity 
to consult the High Coiusissioner about the 


best securing the smooth and 


Satisfactory transfer of these lllegal inuigrants 


after May 15. 
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Please see also E 3031/2/31. The Secretary of 
State has minuted a copy of this telegram as follows:- 
"Ought we to pursue this? We had better get on better 


ground than Palestine". 


caer OA SOTO A ae le OELD ONO 


| 
| 
| 
I think that Mr. Sterndale-Lennett is now making 
| rather ‘heavy weather'of this correspondence with the 
| Bulgarian Government. I agree that on balance, we 

| should probably have done better to leave out Jnited 
= 

| 

| 


Nations argunents’ in our Note to the Bulgarian 
Government. (But 


ae 


iP 


Ce EDS I Pe 
Kee minutes on E 661/2/31-.) As it is, we 
aim to Mr. Sterndale-Bennett that he 
shoulda concentrate on the other good arguments which 
are available to us. (See instructions in Foreign 


o 
S ve e* 


Sh tases eatin argh mee on eoacnenr emanate EE SRL SS 


Cerint} 
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nee ante aA PNET 


Office telegram No. 216.): o 


haere name 


(How diapoeed of.) 


es Oe ee Pn nomen! 


| I suggest that the Legation at Sofia and our News 
b ay f | Department should be asked to continue taking the line 
! Wow 07 | indicated in our telegram No. 216 and in Mr. Sterndale- 
| Bennett's telegram within. But I certainly think that 
vd iol 269 | this correspondence should now cease, 80 far as 
) | official notes are concerned, and that we ghould so 
Ark. Al ‘Yon 27% | inform Sofia. Moreover, I think the Secretary of 
“nim «re ' State's view, aS expressed in the minute quoted above, 
bok oy Y2 | would be against pursuing this matter in an official 
Jang ' note. The Bulgarian reply was dated February 28th, and 
bipolt 78 l received on March lst. If it is to be publicised by 
PRD. TF | the Bulgarian Governments, this has presumably been 
| done already. I have seen gaa results of this 
| publicity so far and, as a general rule, I should say 
§ f/f : _,| that the Bulgarian Government would find it difficult to 
: Wve | 15% o-ERS) secure much interest in a controversy of this kind, 
ie that the Palestine situation both locally and at 


New York is altering every day. 


I attach a draft telegram in the sense of the 
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' above minute. 
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Nex reper: Newq partment. >. 
| UN POlitical Department: | 
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Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC 
FROM SOFIA TO FPREIGN OFFICE OMe 


Mr. Sterndale Bennett bly. 
NO. 269 D. 11.02 a.m. March 4th,1948, 


March 8nd,1948, Re 11.45 a.m. March 4th,1948. 


e 


Repeated to Washington, Bucharest, Jerusalem, United 
Kingdom Delegation wew York and Saving to 
Belgrade, British widdle Kast Office Rairo, 
Commuander—in-Chief Mediterranean Fleet. 


IMPORTANT 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to the Foreign Office telegram No. 263 
of March 2nd, repeated for information to Washington, 
Bucharest, Jerusalem, United Kingdom Delegation New York 
and Saving to Belgrade, British wicdle East Office Cairo, 
Commander-in-Chicf Meditcrrancan Fleet. 


yy tclegram No. 161 (sent to Foreign Office onl 
and my tclegram Wo. 261. 5 y)s 


Illegal immigretion into Palestine. 


winistcr for Forcign Affairs has now replicd at 
lcngth to wy note of Jsnuary 31st in a note dated 
Februery 28th rcccived wi-rch ist. He has of course 
seized with elacrity on the "Manchester Guardian" article 
of Februcry Lith (see my telcgram No. 287). god Ont be 
is suamary of his note, copy of which follows by next bag. 


Be He oe by expressing astonishment at the tone 


of our note and at its publication before the Bulgarian 
Government had a chance to reply, He deduces thatwe had 
some ulterior political end propaganda motive. 


3. ‘The note then rejects emphatically, acousation 
that Bulgarien authoritics failed in their duty by aiding 
a ecriain number of Jcws from Roumenia to embark at Bourgas 
in Penomanien vosscls. It claims that international law 
WES scrupulously obscrvcd snd that none of the Bulgarian 
Governacnt's actions, unlikc those of some of the other 
States, hindered ths cfforts of United Nations to reach 


fair settlcment in Palestine. 
4, inistcr for Forcign Affeirs then expressed his 


satisfaction at finding himself Dye by the Mcnchester 
Guardion, kRolevant part of the crticle is a verbatim 
and agrecacnt is cxpressed with the vicw that so far as 
carrying out the obligations of United Nations is concerned 
osition to reproach 


His Majesty's Governmcot ure in no P 
the Bulgarien Governacnt. vcn if the Bulgarian Government 
sould have supposed thst the Jews crossing Bulgeria were, 
in fact, cn route for Pelestinc, they would have been 
acting in good feith since caigration wes encouraged by 
United i ations nnd there wes no reason for oe that 
His Mojosty's Governacnt would fail to carry out their 
obligations. 

/5. Then follows 
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5. Then follows a more serious attempt to meet 
the points raised.in our note winister for Foreign 
P | 


Affairs states 


a) In September last Bulgarians were 
approached by Roumanian Rcd Cross to authorise passage 
of a group of. Jews from Roumania omigrating to Cuba. 

It was clear from the documcnts presented that this was 
@ normal emigration, Group carried a velid emigrant 
passport issucd by Roumanian authoritics number 130,072 
of 1947, <A collective visa giving permission to 
Gmigrate to Cuba issucd by Cuban Consul Gcneral 4 
Antwerp was also presented to Bulgarian authorities 


(b) In December 1947 a similar request was 
received from Roumanion ned Cross for Jews wishing to 
emigrate to Bolivia. Authentic and valid documents 
were presented end collective passport. number 208,072 | 

1947 issucd by Roumsnian authoritics, The passport 
regular Bolivien vise issucd by [grp. undéc. 
9Bolivian} Consul et Lyons. 


6. In face of these documents, Bulgarian 
authorities had no reason whatever to doubt the purpose 
of the journey, particularly as it was being handle 
by Roumanian Red Cross. The fact that Panamanian 
vessels were being used for the voyage further confirmed 
Bulgarian authorities in their belief. It wes only now 

according to your statement of Fcbruary 11th in the 
House of Gomnons) that the owership of the vessels | 
concerned hed becn called in question. His Mejesty's 
Government could hardly reprosch Bulgarian Government 
for helping illegal immigration of Jews when they 
themselves with all the means at their disposal, had 
not been able to establish until the last moment any 
irregularity in the documcnts of these Panaménian 


vesselSe 


7. There then follows a paragraph which, in 
light of facts already admitted, seems inexpedient, 


which reads as follows. 


[Begins ] 


The statement by the British Legation that on 
December 25th 1947 12,000 persons were said to have 
moved from Roumania in the direction of Bourgas is 


absolutely arbitrary and unToundcd. 


Ends ] | 


The note continues that with the exception of the facts 
already made available 0 Bulgar ian Minis try of Foreignu 
Affairs all other allegations publications broadcasts 
not in accordance with these facts are only absurd 


improvisations and ore categorically dent 


8. ° The Minister for Forcign Affairs considers 
that the legality and sincerity af the ects of 


Bulgericn authorities 
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ir. Sterndale Bennett De 9.40 a.m. 6th ifarch 1949 gen GR RAE ES OR | 
No. 370 R.10.30 a.m. 6th .iarch 1948 Rf ae . on a Ee ry 


4th March 1948, : mo ae ce ae 


Repeated to iashington 
Ueiie Delegation New York 
Bucharest 
Jerusalen 


Belgrade 
B.M.8-0. Cairo 
Commander-in-Chief 
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te 


¢ 


chee 


addressed 
darch 4th repeated for information to Washington, 
United Kingdom Delegation New York, Bucharest and 
Jerusalem and Saving te Belgrade, 3.M.:1.0. Cairo and 
Commender-in-Chief slediterranean Fleet. 
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wy telegram No. 268: Illegal Emigration into ee oe er nee | oe 
Palestine. er: eels a RR Ose | 

I think it wugt be admitted that by our reference to [anne yaks tag ee” | 
obligations of members of United Nations we e xpesed ee Oe | 
ourselves in our note of January Sist te a broadside. ee aes , er eo ae ; 7 = | 


2. The Bulgarian Gevernment will ne deubt publicise See Sos 
their reply and I presume therefore that yeu will think- oo : 
it desirable te send seme answer which can equally be =a ~ [ares 
meade public if necessary. I suggest it might be en "2s 

the fellewing lines. 558 i : 
5. Bulgarian nete rests upen twe arguments, namely that “m= 

the Bulgarian Gevernment had ne reasen te deubt that the ee | 

Jewish emigrants whe embarked at Bulgarian perts in x 

September 1947 and JVecember 1947 woie preceeding te Cuba = 

ex Belivia; er, alternatively, that even if they ceuld T 

have suppesed that Palestine was the real destinatien the 

Bulgarian Gevernment acted in geed faith in belief that 

His Majesty's Gevernizent weuld have epened a pert fer 

emigratien in Palestine net later than February ist 1948. 


4. The latter arguaent implies that Bulgarian Gevernment 


would have felt free te allew emigrants te [gp.undec. ge ep re a ed OEM ae oa 
? preceed te] Palestine net enly witheut ascertaining OO a ee ee a | 


that -alestine Gevernment had autherised their entry Bie ei | deal og ee 


/oat actually in face ef regeagpg..... 


“ 


SYA 


“a 
b 3 
AEDES PERSO RTE etter he he Se oe 


Pan ee 


ee REPAY gg 


Sateen Bs 


edhe AH, 
gh Lah 


ST yeas 


DN pane 


but actually in face of repeated warnings that 
Palestine Government objected to their entry, 
His swlajesty's Government permit themselves to 
wonder what would be the attitude of 
Bulgerian Government towards such a proceeding 
if réles were reversed. 


5. At this point note might include substance | 
of paragraphs 1 and 2 of your telegram No. 216~ 
and may then continue as fellows: argument 
which Bulgarian Gevernment have berrewed from 
"Manchester Guardian" cannet in any case have Bo 
any relevance te actions cemplained ef in eur ie a Be ES Bg, eee 8 , 
nete ef January 31st which cencerned shipments eres Baa ORE GUE © 
ef emigrants in September and December 1947. Ner | salt 

can Bulgarian Gevernment claim that they had ne 

reasen te deubt pretended destinatiens of emigrants. 
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6.  Pesition is that ever since August 1947 Great 
Britain has seught help and ce-eperatien of Bulgarian 
Gevernment in preventing tllegal immigratien. 

She has net received it. Bulgarian nete shews 
Bulgarian Gevernment turned cempletely deaf ear 

te all warnings ef impending illegal emigratien 

which were given by this Legatien and which prevea 
cerrect and te all requests therein, net enly 

erally but in writing for strict inyestigatien 

inte authenticity i.e. decuments presented 

Jewish emigrants claiming te be beund fer destinatiens 
ether than Palestine. The fact that the September 
centingent which apparently claimed te be preceeding 
te Cuba had actually gene direct te -alestine was 
preught te the netice sf the Bulgarian Gevernuent 

in my letter ef Octeber 17th. In spite ef this 
infermatien, and ef repeated warnings that Pen- 
Crescent and Pan-Yerk were suspected ef engaging in 
this illegal traffic, the Bulgarian Gevernment apparently 
did net treuble te verify the bena fides ef ths December 
centingent which eventually embarked in these vessels. 
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NOG NOT 


7. His ifajesty's Gevernment nete that it is new 
alleged that this centingent was beund fer Belivia, 
whereas previeus Bulgarian nete ef January 10th asserted 


that its members held regular passperts fer cmigratien 
te Panama. 

8. It is aifficult te understand the relevance ef the BON I Saya EMM ee Re os 
statement in latest Bulgarian nete that repert passed a a cas \ 


by this Legatien te Bulgarian Gevernaent that 12,000 
persens were said te have passed en December 25th 
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Sofia telegran 


from Roumania towards Bourgas was inaccurate and 
unfounded. “hether or not these euigrants travelled 
on that particular day there is no doubt that over 
15,000 Jews who had mainly come from Roumania left 
Bourgas in the Pan-Crescent and /an-York, proceeded 
direct towards Palestine and were intercepted as they 
Were about to enter Palestinian waters. 


9e In view of the fact that the Bulgarian Government 
have on their own showing been deceived in that[ sic] 
case of four separate shiploads of Jewish chigrants, 
His ..ajesty's Government trust that during 
continuance of Palestine ..andate the Bulgarian 
Gevernment will satisfy themselves by strict 
investigation as to the real destination of any 
further Jewish emigrants attempting to leave 
Bulgaria and will in fact be inspired by 

the appeal of United Nations assembly te aveid any 
actien likely te exacerbate the critical situatien 
knewn to exist in -alestine and te precipitate Arab- 
Jewish cenflict there. 
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PAO itlias Teens: 


44adad 


10. {It weula be very telling if eur revly ceula preduce 
preef that, in spite ef denials frem Bulgarian 
Gevernment, Jews ef Bulgarian residence have attempted 
te enter -alestine illegally. I sheula be glad 
therefere ef as carly answers as pessible to my 
telegraus Nes. 169, 214 ang 269. 


Fareign Office please pass te ‘ashingten and 
United Kingdom Delegatien New Yerk as my telegrams 
Neos. 76 and 11 respectively. 


[xepeated te “ashingten ana United Xingaem Delegatien 
New Yerk]. 
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No. #5117/2/31 


Draft. re 
Confidential 


SOFIA Fe eee 263 of ea Mebh 


Addressed to GSGofia 
, Repeatea Savin; for information to 

Telegram. Washing ton 
; L ae | U-F. Del. t ac “Uri tee Nations 
No..the. a) ne Bucherest 

verusalen 
(Date) #6 Ae Pelerace 

Belch. O- 


vaving to - a Pe eS eee 
Repeat *xx— C.-ir-C., Meciterrarean. 
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Your telegran No.2<70 /of March 4th Jewish 


Deas m ae 
FAO eI, oY 


Washi fe) BPEL : 
U-h- De} sew Yorn -t1 oat ttn iiuration/. 


Bucharegt 7vsau ™ 


Ioagree Generaliy with the lire proposed ir 


your tele,ran, anc irmticuiar witn the 


: 9 5 - ; ro g€ a 2 
errancan |} suggestion that we shoule now avoic further 
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reverence Go United TLatiors: ob li eations: News 


ae BB Depertiwent will use your tele li Ana my tele sraim 


VS. 
NewsWenvt. Wry 3 : | 
U.I™. Pol Dept: Mo-216 in replying to any enguiries here and you 
Southern Nettery 7 
frst will presumably co likewise. I co not (repest 


« : 


not) however, thinn it will serve a useful 
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purpose ror you to prolon,; the of 
correspondence with the Bulgarien Governuent on 


NOGNO1 
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ree this subject and you shoulc rot reply to their 
Distribution :-— ree ss a | ye P 7 


~ 


note. I presuite tuat, if Bulijarian Mote is to 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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Diplomatic | 
be published, this will alreacy have been cone. 
If so, it has not securec any noticeable 


publicity here so far anc I coubt whether it will 


Gp.685 


be wicely rnoticeu in view of tue amount of fresh 


Copies to :— 


A.& E.W.Ltd,. 


news on Palestine. 


YP. ° e 7? oat e 
ae ce» Your para.1loO. Coiuiissioner Yor dsewish 


Canps in Cyprus reports that statistics preparea 


by the illesal iinsi.zvants themscelves state that 


Pa o> 


Wt.14696/147 100,000 6/47 
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There no specific informatior 


about the group ir Camp 69 (your tel. No-vl4). 


PE et Wat 


poe enti 


Nevertheless the above report shoulc provice you 
aAtguments 
with useful amaunition in any further (aie with 


er Oe CREY a] 


Bulzeriarn authorities. 


oe 


3. J appreciate your vigilance in this matter 


ae at hes 


MLN er a, 


ana trust that the’ continuea attentior which is 


being drawn to the traffic Pron Bulgaria may be 
instrwiental in preventin, further lerge 


s durin; the remairing two months of the 


Le) 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 


‘3914340 QY0034 


JI T8Nd JHL JO NOISS I WH3d LINO 
“HLIM ATWOtHdVYDOLOHd G39NGOd day 


y 4 
Ld 
E 
ce 
> 
Lu 
eo 
O 
= 
O 
a 
L 
b= 
O 
r 


NOGNO1 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


SE a ae in ae Sinn ns ep 


ee re SD Re Oe el 


LAC Ne AONE ARE EE TEER SON tn eS NORTE IEEE TNR Tt nA Ree MTR Me Uy ea, 


seme tear ererapeetF 


/ ae y : 
Pgs | 7 : a . 
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| eee Oe IE | or, | 
| E3117/2/31. RP? GN SENS olan (GGG el ea he — 
| Confidenti&l. Be ae ae 
FROM FORSIG OFFIC: TO SOFIA : 
WO. 268 | cad ees ee ; 
March l6th, 1948, D. 4.10.pem. March l6th, 1948, Pale e ero Ge ees | 
! Repeated to Washington No, 374 Saving. ey ee oo. ae Lee a - 
U.k. Delegation New York No. 56.Saving. He So an ee an an & + ee , | — 
Jerusalem Saving. | 
Belgrade No, 98 Saving. - 
Bo:i.E.O, Cairo No. 74 Saving. es a ae ae Ee | 
C-in-C., Mediterranean. Saving, : ae Peay ee : 
Confidential, ee : FOSS oe 7 | 
r Addressed to Sofia | ae ; ) ie 7 
repeated Saving for information to Washington, United Daa ag ere ee a ane 7 . 
Kingdom Delegation New York, Bucharest, Jerusalen, ae eee he 
Belgrade, B.Ji.E.O, Cairo, Commander-in-Chief liediterranean. 
Your telegram No, 270 [of March 4th; Jewish ae 00) ne Oe ct haa , 
Illegal Immigration]. es ON a aes | | 
I agree generally with the line proposed in your Foy OC | a 
telegram, and in particular with the suggestion that oe) | en cr Ge ae 
we should now avoid further reference to United Nations a Drage ay CA a | 
obligations. News Department will use your telegram Ce oe . : | 
and my telegram No, 216 in replying to any enquiries here vane | | 
and you will presumably do likewise. I do not (repeat msgs , 
not), however, think it will serve a useful purpose for BvSa | 
you to prolong the official correspondence with the 0258 
Bulgarian Government on this subject and you should not Bo x : . 
reply to their note. I presume that, if Bulgarian Note nes S 
is to be published, this will already have been done, 5°38 7 
If so, it has not secured any noticeable publicity here so San _ : 
far and I doubt whether it will be widely noticed in a 
view of ihe amount of fresh news on Palestine, cz a | 
2, Your paragraph 10. Commissioner for Jewish “x3 7 | 
Camps in Cyprus reports that statistics prepared by the =m 7 . 


illegal immigrants themselves. state that there were 

399 Bulgarians on the "Pan" ships. There is no specific he NG EpURT Ta SEG SL, CORTE MORES 

information available about the group in Camp 69 (your BINS OPO CSTR SOREL IEE 1 GERM te | 
telegram ilo. 214), Nevertheless the above report should ERS UME SRS UG ee ao tg el NENG Dp 
provide you with useful ammunition in any further 


arguments with Bulgarian authorities. _ 
3. I appreciate your vigilance in this matter, and Boge ee a i a BO sah : | 
trust that the continued attention which is being drawn PERE SGN HO a. ON oleae fi 
to the traffic from Bulgaria may be instrumental in COA R OH ad LISI SCTE BUM Cae Cc os ke | | 
preventing further large shipments during the remaining TSM ALES EOD RR LB SHUN MMS Te 7 © 
two months of the Mandate. ee ee Py PR I at - 
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(Action 
completed.) 


Cypher /OTP 
FROM PANAMA TO' FORE 
De 6.40 peiw Sth March, 1948 


Greenway 


27 
arch, 1948 Re 25D Gelie Sth liarch, 1948 


iy letter of 25th February to ir. Beith. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that 
registration of Kedina end Cypress is only for cargo 


and not passengers. 


He begged me to assure you tht the Panamanian 
Government are doing everything they can to assist in these 
cases. Their Consuls are fully instructed to watch 
developments closely. This includes the United States 
Consuls who in some ports represent Panama, But the 
Consuls all reported they could find no tangible evidence 
thet passengers (or arms) were to be embarked. 


49!440 Q4¥0934 D1718Ng 


I reminded him that the end of the ‘iandate Was near 
and asked him to give an assurance that the ships would 
not be allowed to sail without due notice being given us. 
He would not commit himself but I gathered that, in fact, 
they will continue to be detained at least for the 


present. He insisted that the Panamanian Government 
would ect immediately on any concrete evidence we could 


provide. 
[Copy sent to iiiddle (ast Secretariat |. 
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Next Paper. 
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is telegram is of particular secrecy @hd should be 
petatned y the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


A RETA TENE A eet ete ma tay PAIR, wo REINS Ty ar, 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL 
PROM SOFI: TO FOLKIGN OFFICE, 
ir, Sterndale Bennett, D: 4.40 p.m. Sth March, 12465 


MTS me BF 


i: 


10.269 
ag fErch, 19+8, R: 8.44 pom. 6th March, 1948, 


PPhain ober ne Pantera GRETA weet 108 A “a ngupmm 


Reneated to Washington, 
Bucharest, 
Belgrade, 
Jerusalen, . ; 
United Kingdom Delegation New, 
BeMeE.O, Cairo. 


Addresse eae oF 
yiarch P or a : 
STILE. “Heiros Jerusalem, Washington, ted Kingdom 


Delegation New York. 


FRR See ne aT at REISER IT, WO ew anda RelA 
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Secret. 
Belgrade telegram No.195 to Foreign Office. 


Tllegal Immigration threugh Yugoslavia. 


Th is very little deubt that party ef 900 left 
Sehis on nepiuary 14th: Our infermant on [? emissien] 
cenfirmatery telegram received in Sefia frem Dubrevnik, 


has preved very reliable in the past. 


2, BBC, reperted en February 29th interceptien 
eff Palestine ef vessel with appreximately 800 immi pantee 
In view ef similarity ef numbers can the erigin ef this 


party be verified? 


Fereign Office please pass to Washingten and 
United Fin-dom pelecutien Wew Yerk as my telegrams Nes. 


75 and 10 respectively. 


[Repeated te Washingten and United Kingdem 
Delegation New York]. 


> [Cepy sent to Middle East Secretariat]. 
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PARLIAMENT STREET B.O., 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


Telephone Nos. 


REGENT 6050. : 

WHITEHALL 6789. ss | 43th March 1918. f 
Be ied Nee ahe ae 

Telegraphic Address: eS Speen ces 3 Ta Ae 

SNUFFBOX, LONDON Saar ee me Se oa ON te 7 | 
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Dear Beith, 


Please refer to 
Sofia to the Foreign Office. 
the second paragraph oi this telegram is the "RONDINE" , 
which was intercepted and tax to Haifa on 29th February, 
with 982 illegal immigrants aboard, According to pe a Se areca! Pes 
information from i:.1.6, which has not yet been confirmed, uy hase SE ee | 
these immigrants were embarked at Piume on 16/17th We co Nee han et SRN a — 
Pebruary. We are awaiting a report rrom our representative es canes Es sah ea a 
in Palestine on her arrival, which may throw a little more get OE ae ane | 
light on the point of embarkation of her passengers, 
although as a j;eneral rule little reliable information of 
this kind is obtained by an interrogation of the passengers. 
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ZT do not know whether a party 
travel from Sofia to Fiume and embark 


three days. 
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possible origin of the "RONDINE" passengers, 


of the report from Sofia. 
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HIS Majesty’s Anbasssador at Peris, 
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and has the honour to transmit tos him the under-mentioned 
documents. . 
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Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


"satté vratelli", 
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British cmbassy, 
Pari Be 


is Majesty's «mbassy present their compliments 
to the Ministry of foreign Affeire and, with reference 
to Note Hoe Cefeo3 (Dossier 5-11-6) of 2ith Februery, 
1943, from the irection ces Conventions Adwinistratives 
et Soclalea, have the honour to thenk the vinietry for 
the informetion furnished therein on the "Sette 
WPatelli" and for the helpful and effective action 
taken by the *rench authorities in relation to the 
captain ani crew of this ship. 
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Direction des Conventions Le 2h Fev. 1948, 
‘dministratives et Sociales. 
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# plusieurs reprises, l'Ambassade de Sa Majesté 
Britannique a bien Youlu signaler au Ministére des 
:ffaires Etrenréres l'activité suspecte du navire 
"Sette Fratelli" fortement soupgonné d'embarquer 
clandestinement des passagers A destination de la 


Pelestine. 


Le :inistére des affaires Ktrangéres a l'honneur 
de faire savoir 4 1':mbassade de Grande-Bretegne que le 
navire a été arraisonné dans les eaux de rort-“ros par 
les services de surveillance de l'inscription maritime. 
Son capitaine, convaincu d'exercer le transport de 
pessagers dans des conditions illégales et avec un manque 
total de sécurité, a été aéféré devant le frocureur de 
lg République & Toulon., par un jugement en date du 31 
decembre dernier, il a ete condamné 4 l'amende et & la 
prison. Son equipege a @galement subi des peines 
d’emprisonnement et d'amende. Le capiteine et 1' 
equipage ont ete ensuite, apres avoir prugeé leurs condamnaé 
tions, autorisés @ se rendre 4 Génes avec leur navire mais 
seulement aprés demontage des 300 couchettes dont la 
présence & bord avait été constatée. 
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Selon les derniers renseignements regus, le "Sette 
Frattelli" s'est réfugié dans notre port de Bastia pour y 
réparer une avairie de moteur. Il a été signifié au 
capitaine 1%interdiction d'embarquer des passazers et le 
navire a ete specialement signale au Pprefet de Bastia 
pour que la police et la gendarmerie exerce un controle 
sévére pour que tout suspect ne puisse ronter 4 bord. 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed o ] 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENT 
FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


oir O, Harvey 
No. 88 S 


Srd March, 1948 R, 8th March, 1948 


DiPORT: NT 


SECRET 


Addressed to 
repeated to Foreign Office, 


It is reported that the trawler "Tadorne" with 
accommodation for 500 illegal immigrants left Ajaccio on 
February 25th ostensibly for Marseilles. There are however, 
indications that she may have embarked Jews at an Italian 
port on the following day. Will you please ascertain 
whether this ship has in fact arrived at Marseilles or 
neighbouring port. 


[Copy sent to Middle Hust Secretariat] 
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like to do everything in my power to assist him in being 


May I call upon you for 


your help in addressing a communication to the proper 


March 3, 1948. 
authorities at Cyrpus inguiring into his status, the 
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Falestine. 
Respectfully yours, 
(sgd) kAUL &. BUGAY. 
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Washington 5, D.C. 
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1420 New York Avenue, N.jW. 
haim Bugay. 


C 
the circumstances of his incarcerétion in Cyprus is not 


but I believe he must have emigrated from 


Burope to Palestine following the decision of the United 
Chaim Bugay is a young uian, 27 years of age, and 


Pursuant to our telephone conversation today, I 


an writing you in behalf of Chaim Bugay, who for the past 
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lilegal Inmigrat "SET LI" 
Resisty | B5089/2/34 — 
Copy of letter to J. & Coulson, Paris 
FROM Consulate General Since departure of "SETTI FRATTELLI" Toulon 
Marseilles press has published reports of proceedings 
No taken in absentia against the captain and 
| 3—356--843 four clandestinr passengers found on board as 
Dated & resulg of which the captain was fined 
ate 100,000 francs and the passengers 10,000 francs 
Received 11Feb per head, In addition they were each sentenced 
in Registry’ 14Mar to three days imprisonment ‘par dé faut’, 
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